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Cheyenne tenants tied up in red tape
Bureaucratic delays
and inadequate legal
protection mean
many of their
problems still exist or
have recurred.

LONDON COUNCIL COMMITIEES

I

A councillor fumed over bureaucratic delays and an activist
vowed to push for better housing
as conditions at the Cheyenne
Avenue apartments were under
scrutiny once again at London
city hall Monday night.
The buildings in the city's
northeast have been a centre of
controversy since 1989 because
of repeated efforts to force landlords to make required repairs.
During Monday's meeting of
council's community and protective services committee, spokespersons for city agencies admitted legislation designed to
force landlords to maintain
health and safety standards is
minimal, weak, unwieldy, costly
and time-consuming.
"The process of trying to fix up
a substandard building in London, in this province, is inadequate,'" said Ward 3 Councillor
Pat O'Brien, who lives a block

Looking for recycling challenge: Now that
they've conquered the problems created by old telephone books
and Christmas trees, Full Cycle London is looking to city council's 'environment and transportation committee for a new recycling project.
On Monday, the organization's director, Jane Roy, said volunteer groups can help bridge the gap as government-run recycling
programs are squeezed by tight budgets . "The public really
wants to get involved and we want to keep the momentum up,"
she said.
Last year, the group gathered 65,000 telephone books and
10,000 Christmas trees.
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~ $20,000 sought for AIDS work: The AlDS Com-

mittee of London is asking the city for $20,000 to hire a part-time
counsellor to meet an expanded caseload.
On Monday, representatives told council's community and
protective services committee that the number of people receiving support and counselling through the AlDS committee has
increased from 90 to 187.
from the buildings. "The process ants' Association, fire department, Middlesex-London health
stinks."
The committee urged that re- unit, city housing department,
pairs be made and that health building inspection and legal
improvements, including the ex- staff together to hash out the statermination of cockroaches, be tus of the situation.
Susan Eagle, a community
made again .
Monday's meeting brought worker at Cheyenne, complained
politicians, the Cheyenne Ten- of conflicting and incomplete in-

formation from the bureaucracy,
inadequate inspection and an ap·
parent lack of quality control
over repairs . "We will work at
every level to get decent housing
and change legislation. We're not
going to quit until there is decent
housing there," she vowed.
Eagle questioned the tenacity
and thoroughness of inspectors
and city officials in dealing with
Cheyenne . "If they were the
homes of their own families,
would the reports be different?"
Eagle is helping the association and some city politicians
seek provincial money to convert
the buildings that can house up
to 600 persons to co-operative::
non-profit housing by either renovating them or tearing them
down and rebuilding. The buildings at 95 and 105 Cheyenne,
owned by Elijah Elieff, are for
sale . The other two buildings,
where less serious repairs are
needed, are owned by an Ottawabased company.
The committee was told many
ordered repairs have been done
but not with good quality workmanship and some items have
not been fixed. Repairs to the"
balconies at 75 and 85 Cheyer.n~ ,
may begin within a week.
R. A. Sholtanuk, assistant
building inspector, said "make
safe" orders at 95 and 105 Cheyenne are in effect and an .inspec-'
tion will be done Friday.

