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Owner hit with a 'new list
The list, containing some orders first issued
21/2 years ago, was drawn up at a meeting of
city property standards officials.
By Alison Uncles
The London Free Press

London officials have found 80
per cent of city-ordered repairs
have not been performed at apartments at 95 and 105 Cheyenne
Ave., despite several fines levied
against the buildings' owner.
Elijah Elieff was given a new list
of repair orders for the ' 20-unit
buildings Tuesday and new deadlines for completing them, and
was advised to hire subcontractors to meet those deadlines.
The orders - .some first issued
in May, 1987 - were made at a

private meeting of city property
standards officials after city and
public health inspectors toured
the buildings Monday.

ORDERED IN '84: Repairs to the
buildings were first ordered by the
city in June, 1984, and some were
completed. Since then, Elieff has
been fined $7,000 for not completing repairs. He was fined $1,000
last year. Theri, last week he was
convicted on' two similar counts
and fined '$6,000, which he has
said he will not pay.
"Delay after delay after delay,"
Deputy Mayor Jack Burghardt

said Tuesday. "Perhaps it's something we should take up with the
judicial system and with the province ... we should make some
enquiries with the provincial attorney-general's department to
see how these procedures can be
·more adequately looked after."
"It is frustrating ... when the
charge is laid, it's months and
months before the charge is actually heard."
Alderman Bernie MacDonald,
whose Ward 3 includes the Cheyenne apartments, said repairs are
incomplete in almost all of the 40
apartments. He said Elieff, who
was at the property standards
meeting, was advised by city officials to !:lire subcontractors because h~ probably couldn't meet
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the deadlines alone.
"There's an awful lot of repairs,
from broken windows to leaking
faucets to broken screens, walls
. . . you can go on and on."
The deadline for completion of
interior repairs has been set for
Feb. 15 and May 30 for exterior
work.
Alderman Pat O'Brien, also of
Ward 3, said he will ask council
Monday to direct the city's legal
department to draft a "writ of seizure and sale." The writ would
allow the city to garnishee rents to
pay Elieffs $6,000 in outstanding
fines if he has not paid them by
next week's payment deadline.
"Under the iaw, there is no pos- .
sible way he (Elieff) can avoid
paying those fines."

CAN APPEAL ORDERS: Elieff, who
has 14 days to appeal the repair
orders issued Tuesday, couldn't
be reached for comment.
Tenants, mostly Cambodian i~
migrants, are upset about the f~ll
ure to make r~pairs but they re
also angry about racial slurs.
Rick Harrington, an officer with
the Ontario Human Rights Commission, met with six tenants
Tuesday to register their complaints. "We've had tenant complaints in the past wher~ tenan~s
weren 't being treated fairly, or In
fact couldn't become tenants because of their race, creed, color or
marital status."
But he said "this is one of the
first" incidents locally in which

the 'complaints are based on allegations of "blatantly racist" behavior..
Three people are making written -complaints, Harrington said,
but they won't become official before the paperwork'has been completed in about two weeks.
The landlord will then be served
with the complaints and will have
an opportunity to settle privately
with his tenants. If they can't be
settled privately, Harrington said
the complaints could eventually
go to a public forum .
The commission also will investigate · a statement in a London
Free Press story last .week. Elieff
was quoted as saying his Asian
tenants are "like little pigs."

