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Translator a champion to outraged Asians
-.

Lam Vong
isn't sure if
filing a formal complaint
agains~
Cheyenn~

Avenue
apartment
building
landlord Elijah Elieff "is
going to help
... but it's
something."
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By Greg Van Moorsel
The London Free . Press

A complaint will be
filed with ,a race
relations group
against landlord
Elijah Elieff over
racial slurs about his
tenants.

CAMBODIAN IMMIGRANTS IN LONDON ,':
WHO THEY ARE: Former residents of Cambodia, a strife-tom country
in Southeast Asia bordered by Thailand and Laos on the north and
Vietnam on the east and south.

How

MANY: The 1986 federal census listed 245 persons of Cambodian
origin in London but the number is now more than 1,000, a community
spokesman said -less than one per cent of London's total population.
WHERE THEY UVE: Concentrated mainly in low-cost rental housing in
the .northeast end, especially along Cheyenne Avenue and Huron
Street, close to the Cuddy Food Products plant where many work.

How

THEY GET HERE: Many arrived from refugee camps just inside
the border between Cambodia and Thailand, sponsored by the Canadian government, church groups or private sponsors, said-Lam Vong, a
spokesman for Londoit's Cambodian community. Others come from
elsewhere in Canada, mainly Windsor and Toronto, drawn by family
ties or job opportunities.
WHAT THEY LEFT BEHIND: A country tom by 20 years of war and a
brutal revolution led by Communist Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot. He
seized power in '1975 and was responsible for the infamous killing
fields, the slaughter of more than a million Cambodians between 1975
and the end of 1978 when invading Vietnamese troops toppled the regi me. The last occupying Vietnam ese forces left in September, raising
fears the Khm er Rouge will return to power.

Asian immigrants outraged by
the racial slurs of their London
landlord have found a champion in
a young Cambodian translator.
Lam Vong confirmed Friday he
will file a formal complaint Monday against Elijah Elieff with a
community race relations group,
clearing the way for a possible investigation by the Ontario Human
Rights Commission.
.yong said remarks Elieff made '
in an interview with The London
Free Press, likening his tenants to
"pigs" from a "jungle," were too
hurtful to be ignored by Vong and
fellow countrymen in the Cheyenne Avenue apartment buildings.
"The racial comment is not
fair," said Vong, a Cambodian representative at the Cross Cultural
Leamer Centre. "I'm not 100-percent sure this is going to help ...
but it's something."

BLAMED IMMIGRANTS: Earlier
this week, Elieff told The Free
Press his tenants - mainly Cambodian and Vietnamese immigrants - are largely to blame for
conditions at his two 20-unit apart-
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