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Commission upset as inquiry:~

clears Elieff of discrimination
A notice of appeal
will be filed in the
case of the
Cheyenne Avenue
landlord.
By Dahlia Reich
The London Free Press
The Ontario Human Rights
Commission is "disappointed"
with the conclusions of a board
of inquiry that found former
London landlord Elijah Elieff
was not discriminatory in his
poor treatment of tenants.
The inquiry, called in 1992 to
investigate a complaint of dis·
crimination by tenant Chippeng
Hom, a native of Cambodia,
ruled this week in favor of EJieff
because all the tenants, regard·
-less of race, were treated poorly.
"Many incidents of disrepair
and poor maintenance ofmllnic·
ipal standards raise the spectre
of discrimination on the part of
Mr. EJieffbecallse a large proportion of the tenants. like Ms.
Hom, were Cambodian," the in·
quiry concluded. "However, at
the time of the complaint, the
poor conditions in the apart·
ment (building) affected all ten·
ants regardless of ethnic ori· .
gin."

RACIST COMMENTS: The
inquiry concluded that racist
comments by EJieffreported in
The London Free Press "were
actually made as reportee!." A
1989 article quoted Elieff, previ·
ous owner of 95 and 105
Cheyenne Ave., saying his Cam·
bodian and Vietnamese tenants
were "like little pigs ... they

think they're still living in the
jungle."
At the same time, the inquiry
awarded Hom $2,500 in general
and pun itive damages, saying
she was subjected to reprisals
from Eliefffor launching tne'
complaint.
The inquiry, by an indepen·
dent board , was called by the
Ontario Human Rights Commis·
sian after a 1990 investigation
by the commission into Hom's
complaint. Hom alleged her
right to equal treatment for ac·
commodation and freedom of
harassment was infringed upon
by EJieffs comments and that
her Jiving conditions were "poi·
soned by discrimination."
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'REVIEW: The commission is
not happy with the decision and
"will be filing a notice of appeal
... to preserve the commis·
sian's rights in the event that
they decide to pursue an ap·
peal," said Geri Sanson, the
commission's lawyer .during the
hearing.
The commission will review
the decision and decide ifthere
is basis for an appeal before
making a final decision, Sanson
said.
Community development
wo rker Susan Eagle, who has
been an advocate for the

Cheyenne tenants for years,
said Friday she is "completely
mystified" by the inquiry's find·
ings.
Hom said she is "not happy"
about the findings and that,
after nearly five years, the issue
has not been resolved. She said
she will consider appealing.
Elieff was not available for
comment.

