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Moral obligation
outweighs legality
CHEYENNE
CHRONOLOGY
'O ctober, 1989:
Landlord Elijah
Elieff ordered to
h'ave his Cheyenne properties
.' ~prayed for cockroach infestation.
May, 1992: Ten" ants propose to
buy buildings and
· .establish co-op
h'ousing on the
. site. Housing ministry rejects plan .
November,
1992: Sewage
, floods laundry
· room . Elieff complies with order
frbm health unit to
clear blockage.

June: City council
passes bylaw allowing tenants to
." .pay rent directly
· toward unpaid
utility bills.
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Controller Jack Burghardt was
quite right to remind the National
Bank that it has a moral obligation
to maintain at least minimal living
conditions at the infamous Cheyenne apartments, even if it has no
legal responsibility for the condition of the property.
The National Bank asumed control of the crumbling buildings at
95 and 105 Cheyenne Ave. in London last week because of $400,000
in outstanding mortgage payments
defaulted by controversial landlord
Elijah Elieff, who remains the registered owner.
The bank denies any responsibility for conditions of the properties,
described as being in a mess because of long-term neglect, while it
attempts to negotiate their sale at
fair market value.
Burghardt said he was amazed
that the mortgage holder (the
bank) would not show more of an
interest in the condition of the
buildings and for the tenants. He
urged the bank to get together with
city inspectors to resolve some of
the long-standing problems there .
Meanwhile, the city will pay gasbill an-ears and, under authority of
its new vital services bylaw, attach
that cost to the buildings' growing
tax bills.
At a special meeting Monday of
interested public and private officials, bank lawyer Tom Robson
said the bank has no intention of
collecting rents from the 15 remaining tenants , but he was significantly silent when asked if that was because collecting rents would
indicate acceptance by the bank of
responsibility for the property.
The whole tangled affair is
scheduled to go before council's
community and protective services
committee Monday, for which a full
report is being prepared by city
staff. The city should bring whatever moral suasion it can muster on
the bank to maintain these buildings until they are sold.
The bank should not be allowed
to evade its moral obligation in this
matter. esoteric legalities aside .

