HOUSING

Cheyenne:.
tenants'
legislation._:
hits snag
But the author of a
'private member's
bill still thinks it
will pass .
. By Dahlia Reich
The London Free Press

Legislation that would help ._
the Cheyenne Avenue apartment tenants has hit a snag.
The private member's bill ,
which would allow the City of
London to direct renf'deposits
to the unpaid utility bills of.
landlords, was expected to
clear second and third reading at Queen's Park on
Wednesday.
The legislation made it
through an all-party committee of MPPs but did not go to
second and third reading,
said MPP Irene Mathyssen
(NDP - Middlesex). The
Tories refused to give unanimous consent of the bill un;
less they could have the floor
to talk about the rights of
landlords, she said.
But Mathyssen said this
will likely only delay the legislation, not stop it. "·We will
still get it through ."
The bill will be reviewed today at the meeting of the
house leaders who will decide
how much time will be spent
on the discussio n and when
the legislation will go for sec- .
ond and third readings.
:
The tenants at 95 and 105 .
Cheyenne Ave. have twice :
been threatened with losing :
their heat and hot water be- .
cause landlord Elijah Elieff ;
has not paid his gas bills.

I

IN ARREARS: Elieff owes :
Union Gas Ltd. $3,648. He :
also owes the Middlesex-Lon· '.
don health unit more than
$5,000 for an earlier gas bill :
which was paid by the city :
and health unit to prevent the :
gas from being cut off in ·
F~rua~ ,
.
Bill · Haskell, Union Gas :
manager of customer infor- '
mation, has said the company ·
won't cut off gas to the Chey- .
enne buildings while the leg- .
islation is pursued. If it isn'.t .
passed.before the summer re- :
cess, however, the gas will be :
cut off the end of June.
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